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 From the President:   Sara Blanco 

Greetings from my desk to yours!  I hope this 

bulletin finds our members enjoying new activi-

ties and teaching ideas in their classrooms that 

were gathered from attending the IWLA confer-

ence.  We can never thank enough those who give 

so much of their time and energy into making the 

annual conference not only happen, but thrive.  

From the local committee, IWLA executive 

board, program chairs, exhibit chairs to member-

ship chair.  All involved give up time that could 

be spent relaxing, with family or working on a 

teacher’s never ending to-do list to instead con-

tribute to the professional development of lan-

guage teachers in Iowa.   Do you have an idea 

that could improve our conference or organiza-

tion?  Do you have expertise and/or energy to 

he lp out?  P lease contact me at 

sara.blanco@uni.edu and I will find a way to add 

you to our team of people that give back to their 

profession through service to IWLA. 

 

The Iowa World Language Association is cur-

rently embarking on an exciting endeavor.  We 

have a commission of people that are working on 

a proposal to the Iowa Department of Education 

that World Languages be added to the Iowa Core 

Curriculum.  This is in the beginning stages and 

therefore I am not able to answer the question that 

is probably in your mind right now, what does 

this mean to me and my district?  What I can tell 

you is where we are at with our work at this time.  

First, we have written and approved a position 

statement as to why we believe World Languages 

should be added to the Iowa Core Curriculum.  I 

encourage all members to read this position state-

ment which is linked to the IWLA webpage.  

Also, the commission has been collecting letters 

of support from businesses and leaders in higher 

education.  We would like to collect letters of 

support from our members as well.  If you are 

interested in contributing, you can send your letter 

of support addressed to me, Sara Blanco, IWLA 

President, but mail the letter to our secretary, Car-

rie Mulvihill at 1323 Victoria Circle, Norwalk, IA 

50211.  The Executive Board members will be 

meeting in December to discuss the work of the 

commission thus far and the work that will need to 

be done before we are able to schedule a meeting 

with the Iowa Department of Education to make 

our proposal.  Thank you to all involved in the 

commission.  The work these people have done in 

such short time since the conference is admirable. 

 

Lastly, take time today, this week, this month to 

think about who you know that should be nomi-

nated for the Educator of the Year or Distin-

guished Service Award.  There are so many of our 

colleagues that deserve to be recognized for their 

work.  To nominate go to http://www.iwla.net/

awd/awards/pdf/iwla_%20nomination_award.pdf 

and download the nomination form.  Send your 

nomination to our President Elect, Wade Petersen 

at Valley Southwoods Freshman High School, 625 

S 35th St. West Des Moines, IA 50265-2053. 

Also, think about what you are doing in your 

classroom that is working well for your students.  

Don’t students in other parts of the state deserve 

to benefit from you sharing this with their teacher?  

Make a proposal for next year’s conference!  Go 

to http://www.iwla.net/conf/2009prop.pdf to 

download the proposal form.  Email this to Keeka 

Baedke at kbaedke@mchsi.com.  Don’t leave it to 

others; take your turn in sharing knowledge.  So 

we can all benefit.  It is when we realize our inter-

dependence in this profession and organization 

that we can truly lift each other to our greatest 

potential.  

I wish you all a continued effective and prosper-

ous school year.  

mailto:sara.blanco@uni.edu
http://www.iwla.net/awd/awards/pdf/iwla_%20nomination_award.pdf
http://www.iwla.net/awd/awards/pdf/iwla_%20nomination_award.pdf
http://www.iwla.net/conf/2009prop.pdf
mailto:kbaedke@mchsi.com


 
Price Lab School, UNI  
sara.blanco@uni.edu  

319-273-3002  

www.pls.uni.edu/blanco  

 
 

Valley Southwoods Freshman High School 

625 S. 35th St. 
West Des Moines, Iowa 50265-2053 

wadecp@netins.net 

 
 

Central College 

Pella, Iowa 50219 
ladnere@central.edu 

 

1323 Victoria Circle 
Norwalk, IA 50211 

515-981-5474 
cjmulvihill@dmacc.edu 

Des Moines Area Community College 
Urban Campus 
1100 7th Street 

Des Moines, IA 50314 

 
 

1125 Hancock Dr.  
Boone, IA 50036  

Des Moines Area Community College  
slamling@dmacc.edu  

 
Dept of World Language and Culture Studies  

Simpson College  

701 North C Street  
Indianola, IA 50125  

515-961-1645  
Patricia.calkins@simpson.edu  
Home: 410 West Salem Ave.  

Indianola, Iowa 50125  

 
1185 Quail Avenue 
Goodell, IA 50439 

641-495-6161 

farm5@frontiernet.net 
Iowa State University 

300 Pearson, Hall 
Ames, IA 50010 

jwilhelm@iastate.edu 

THANKS FOR YOUR 

LEADERSHIP,  

OFFICERS OF IWLA!! 
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In Collaboration with 

IN IOWA CITY HOSTED BY UNI & UI 

TBA 

 

IN AMES HOSTED BY UNI & ISU 

3/27/10, 9AM - 2PM, ISU 1105 PEARSON HALL 

 

IN CEDAR FALLS HOSTED BY UNI 

4/24/10, 9AM - 2PM, UNI 109 CURRIS HALL 

 
SPONSERED BY UNI COLLEGES OF EDUCATION & HUMANITIES,  

UNI DEPARTMENTS OF TEACHER EDUCATION & MODERN LANGUAGES,  
U OF I , ISU, AATF, AATSP, & AATG 

PRESENT THE 6TH ANNUAL 

STATE-WIDE FOREIGN LANGUAGE  

TÊTE-À-TÊTE MENTORING PROGRAM 
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Preparing our Students for the 
Global Community 

By:  Erik Ladner 

 

A few years ago I had a conversation with a col-

league at Iowa State University in which we were 

discussing her family’s farm. During the conver-

sation she mentioned that her husband regularly 

watched corn and soybean prices in Brazil. Not 

coming from a farming background or being an 

economist I found this surprising and asked why 

an Iowa farmer would be so interested in South 

American commodity prices. My colleague told 

me that prices of Brazilian corn and soybeans 

directly affect prices of Iowa produce and, ulti-

mately, her family. 

I offer this anecdote to remind us of how inte-

grated the world community has become, at 

times in ways we do not even realize. What hap-

pens half a world away does have a direct bear-

ing on us locally and regionally. Connections 

such as the example I cited are often times diffi-

cult for others to see. One of the challenges that 

we as world language teachers face is finding 

ways to create opportunities for our students, 

their parents and the citizens of Iowa as a whole 

to see themselves as citizens of an ever-shrinking 

world in which the ability to communicate across 

languages and cultures is becoming increasingly 

commonplace and necessary. As you are aware, 

the proposed Iowa Core Curriculum does not 

include reference to world languages, despite its 

call for preparing our students for the global 

economy. We already know the inherent benefits 

of knowledge of a second (or third or fourth) lan-

guage and the opportunities that such knowledge 

opens up for our students in the future. Our goal 

should be to convey these benefits not just to our 

students, but also our state leaders, our local 

school administrators and school boards, and the 

members of our communities.   

In the near future you will be hearing from us as 

we ask you to support our letter writing cam-

paign to argue for the inclusion of world lan-

guages in the Iowa Core Curriculum. I ask that 

you take the time to support this cause not just in 

support of our profession, but also in support of 

ensuring that Iowa students have the best prepa-

ration possible to thrive in the global community. 

Beyond this I also ask that you consider taking 

additional action locally to build support for the 

role of world languages in Iowa Core Curricu-

lum. I encourage you to speak with the adminis-

trators of your school districts and ask them to 

also participate in our upcoming letter writing 

campaign. I also suggest contacting local compa-

nies that use languages other than English in the 

conduct of their affairs (both in the U.S. and 

abroad) and petition them to join our cause. As 

Patricia Calkins mentioned in the last edition of 

our newsletter, the business community is an un-

tapped resource that we should endeavor to enlist 

in our campaign. It has been my observation that 

businesses that apply modern languages in their 

affairs are by far the best proponents of the study 

of foreign language. Although as a humanist I 

have reservations about the goal of the Iowa Core 

Curriculum being one of preparing our students 

for the ―global economy‖ and not the ―global 

community‖, I also recognize that political deci-

sions are based in economics. It is for this reason 

that encouraging our business leaders to support 

modern languages is so important – theirs is a 

voice the Iowa Legislature will not ignore.  

Thanks to Iowa State  
University for hosting the 

IWLA Website. 
A Special thanks to Julio 
Rodriguez for all of the 
time and effort he puts 

into the website! 
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Ideas for Your Classes 
By:  Wade Petersen 

Want to try a new activity in class? Need 

something different for that Friday after the 

test? Try one of the following activities to have 

some fun with students (and to reinforce their 

learning as well).  

 

“Pick 3” 

This activity works great as a warm-up to your 

class or even in those last few minutes when you 

have finished early. Each student takes out a 

piece of paper. Tell the students you are going to 

give them a category and they must write down 

and number three items that would fit in that 

category. When all students have finished, you, 

the teacher, will write down your three choices 

on the board (numbering them 1, 2, 3). Students 

score one point if they match any that you write 

on the board, but they score two points if they 

matched you and it’s in the same position as 

yours (their #2 is also your #2 choice). Invent 

several categories and continue playing. When 

time is up, you can award prizes in a couple of 

different ways. If you want to appoint one win-

ner, simply ask the students to total all their 

points from the various sets of three; award the 

prize to the student with the most points. Another 

way to get more students excited (which I prefer) 

is to have them total all their points. I then take 

out some dice (I have the big foam kind that stu-

dents love to play with). If  the students have 

done three sets of categories, I roll one die; to 

win a prize, any student has to have more points 

than the number I rolled on the die (example -- I 

roll a 4; students with 5 or more points will get a 

prize). If I have done more than three sets of 

categories, I sometimes make them roll two dice 

and  score above the combined number. You can 

use this activity for all sorts of vocabulary items 

at any level.  

 

“Indoor Scavenger Hunt” 

 This is a fun way of getting students in-

volved with the vocabulary and of having a blast 

in your class! You should prepare the students a 

few days ahead that there will be an indoor scav-

enger hunt in class. Divide the students into 

teams of three or four students. Tell the students 

that on the scheduled day, they are each to bring 

a pillow case from home, filled with as many 

items from a vocabulary list as possible. This is 

the basis for the scavenger hunt. You should also 

tell them to stuff as many other miscellaneous 

items in the bag as possible. Some might con-

sider common school items (a great way to re-

view classroom items from their beginning year); 

others might bring personal items with them. I 

usually will read off two or three bizarre items 

from the list to give them a hint of some of the 

things I might look for.  

 On the day of the scavenger hunt, teams 

sit with each other and their bags of ―stuff.‖ Yes, 

there will always be those students who forget 

their materials. Sometimes I put a poster on my 

door to remind students (and those that forgot run 

back to their lockers to grab everything they can).  

 The teacher will call off items from a list, 

one-by-one. The first person to bring that item to 

the front of the room and show it to the teacher 

will get two points for his or her team. Just to 

keep it competitive, tell them that any other 

teams that bring the correct item forward will 

receive one point. I usually keep score on a small 

notepad and do not let students know the point 

totals until the end of the game (this keeps them 

guessing and trying hard, even if one team seems 

to be pulling ahead).  Play for as long as time al-

lows and then declare a winner! 

 

Disappeared! 

 I love using this as a warm-up or cool-

down activity with lots of other vocabulary units. 

You can set up this activity in one of two ways. 

You can find pictures or clip-art for each one of 

your vocabulary items (if the vocab is a verb or 

phrase, you could simply use the English instead 

of a picture). Put these images on an overhead 

transparency and then cut out the individual 

items so they are movable. An alternative to this, 

if you are not playing as an entire class is to just 

put the items on paper and give them to a small 

group of students.  

 The teacher puts the vocab items on the 

overhead in any order and students study these 

items. The teacher then turns off the overhead 

and removes one of the vocabulary items and 

rescrambles the items on the overhead. Then, the 

teacher turns the overhead projector back on. The 

first student to identify which item is missing 

wins a point.  

 You can also play this game as teams 

and pick one member of each team to be the 

―detective‖ for each turn to solve which item has 

―disappeared.‖ To increase the difficulty, remove 

two items (or three or four). This whole activity 

can also be done with pictures on flashcards (or 

real objects on a table). 
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  SUMMER SEMINAR IN SPAIN  
     FOR SPANISH TEACHERS     

     June 11-25 2010 

 Program fee  of $1800 (estimated) includes the following:  
  * Full room & board with a Spanish family 
  * Transportation to Cáceres from Madrid 
 * Weekend in Madrid (hotel, entrances, transportation) 
  * Pre-departure orientation 
  * University of Extremadura instruction, classroom space  
  * 2graduate credits available  
Study Spanish culture and history, and the Spanish educational system.  Visits 

to local schools as well as guided tours of historic Cáceres are included. 

  
 

 

Julie Wilhelm 

3102 Pearson Hall, Iowa State University 

Ames, IA 50011    

(515) 294-8186       

jwilhelm@iastate.edu 

College of Liberal Arts & Sciences 

Foreign Languages & Literatures  

3102 Pearson Hall 

Ames, IA 50011 

(515) 294-4046 

        http://www.language.iastate.edu  

Cáceres, Spain 

For more inmation contact: 

 Application deadline: April 2, 2010 

Central States Extension Workshop 
 

The Central States Conference Extension Workshop Program was initiated more 

than 30 years ago and was the first program of its kind in the nation. Each year, a 

limited number of participants is selected to participate in the program. These par-

ticipants attend the Conference Workshop where they learn about recent research 

and best practices in foreign language teaching and learning; they also receive a 

packet of copy-ready handouts to use when conducting their own Extension  
Workshop, carrying the ideas from the Conference Workshop home with them  

and sharing those ideas with teachers in their state. 

  

This year’s CSC Extension Workshop, Using Web 2.0 to Create Communicative 

Possibilities in WL Class, will be presented by Daryl Boeckers. This free full-day 

workshop will be held Thursday, March 4, 2010, 8:30 a.m. till 4:30 p.m. at the 
Hyatt Regency in Minneapolis, MN. 

  

Participants would give a presentation based on the Extension Workshop at the 

IWLA conference in 2010. Additional information is available at the Central States 

website www.csctfl.org.  

http://www.csctfl.org/


IWLA Bulletin Win-

Get ready for a wonderful experience, not far 

from home.  Make plans now to attend the annual 

Central States Conference on the Teaching of 

Foreign Languages March 4-6, 2010 at the Hyatt 

Regency in downtown Minneapolis on the Nicol-

let Mall.    

 

This year’s theme is 2020 Vision for 2010: De-

veloping Global Competence.  According to the 

2010 Program Chair ―As the theme implies, we 

want to explore the various ways to lead our stu-

dents to be able to compete successfully in a 

global society. Isn’t it wonderful that colleagues 

from seventeen states can convene to discuss, 

debate, and learn about each other’s languages, 

methodologies, cultures, and communities? Yet 

we can also share our common problems and so-

lutions in investigating modes of assessment, use 

of technology, and techniques to motivate and 

stretch our students to become proficient users of 

language. Language is our passion and the ex-

citement that is generated when we share our vi-

sion during our three days together is energiz-

ing.‖ 

 

The conference is full of choices. On Thursday, 

you can attend a full-day workshop or one or two 

half-day workshops.  There are four half-day im-

mersion workshops—one each in Chinese, 

French, German and Spanish. Be sure to read the 

descriptions of all of the workshops online. They 

are well worth the additional fee!  For those who 

can’t arrive early, there are several workshops 

offered on Friday and Saturday as well.  The Sat-

urday schedule offers four hands-on workshops 

at an off site computer lab. And TPRS® aficiona-

dos will be pleased to see that both Blaine Ray 

and Susie Gross will offer full-day workshops, 

one on Thursday and one on Saturday.  

 

The Central States Conference is a conference, 

plus.  Elsewhere in this bulletin, you’ll find infor-

mation about the Central States Extension Work-

shop and about the scholarship opportunities 

available to teachers.  

 

I would like to encourage all IWLA members 

who attend CSC to join the CSC Advisory Coun-

cil. Membership in the Advisory Council is at-

tending the conference plus one. Not only do you 

get free conference registration, but you are also 

invited to attend a reception and a business meet-

ing where you become involved in the operation 

of the conference.  As an Advisory Council 

member you are eligible to apply for CSC grants 

and you can vote on important issues involving 

our profession.  P lease find the application form 
online at www.csctfl.org. 

 

I hope that you will not only attend the confer-

ence, but that you will get involved in the Central 

States organization.   

Central States Conference 
By:  Keeka Baedke 

IWLA FALL 2010 

Calling our past, present and future 
IWLA presenters!  Now is the time 

to submit your session proposals 
online so that your presentations 

can be a part of the 2010 confer-
ence - Languages are Everyone’s 

Business.  We look forward to re-
ceiving a variety of proposals so 

that the 2010 conference can be 
just as amazing as the 2009 confer-

ence was.  Go to the IWLA website 
at www.iwla.net, click on confer-

ence and click on submit proposal.  
Fill out the form and help us make 

the 2010 conference the best that it 
can be. 

Learn a new language and 

get a new soul. 
Czech Proverb 

http://www.csctfl.org/
http://www.iwla.net/
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Executive Board and Conference Committee Meet-
ing Minutes 

October 10, 2009 
Downtown Marriott – Waterloo Room 

 
At the conference luncheon, free conference registra-
tions went to Kim Huegrich and Paul Burrow.  Jason 
Noble was awarded a grant.  Julio Rodriguez was 
given a technology award.  High School Educator of 
the Year was Candace Sherwood.  Postsecondary 

Educator of the Year was Jean-Pierre Taoutel.   
 
Past-President Patricia Calkins called the meeting to 
order at 11:37AM. 
 
Attendees:  Stacy Amling, Kerisa Baedke, Sara 

Blanco, Patricia Calkins, Dawn Frye, Bea Houston, 
Erik Ladner, Carrie Mulvihill, Wade Petersen, Regina 
Schantz, Julie Wilhelm. 

 

Conference wrap up – Successes/Future Improve-

ments 
Welcome to Erik Ladner as new Vice-President!   

Loved the facility.  People liked the hotel.  Exhibit 
hall perfect.  Security was easy.   

Attendees really liked the hotel, rooms were easy to 
find.  Exhibit hall close to sessions.  Great not to 
have to reset the room for lunch.   

Great staff to work with.  Willing to help at every mo-

ment.  Gave number to contact them to help take 
care of things.  Had AV person come in to make 
sure they worked, great with extension cords.  
Changed a room arrangement at request.  Banquet 
people in exhibit area very helpful and pleasant.  
Very accommodating staff.   

Lots of compliments about the program, even from 
those who have been many times.  Of all the pre-
senters, 18 were K-12, rest were college.   

Evaluation forms online or do Survey Monkey.  Sara 
to send Wade the Survey Monkey questions.  Can 
base an evaluation form from the past.  Add ques-

tion about Central States to participate in exten-
sion workshop.  Wade will e-mail out questions 
for survey to conference committee.  Then he can 
send it out.   

Should get electronic versions of handouts and presen-
tations online and then make available to those 

who couldn’t come.  Perhaps for members only 
via secure link.  Include reminder about member-
ship.   

One vendor asked if he could get list of conference 
attendee e-mails and if list for sale.  Our website 
says e-mail addresses are for our use only.  If are 

planning to sell list, need to give option to opt 
out.  The e-mail blast addresses are on public 

sites, but registration addresses are not necessar-
ily.  Table issue for later.  Good item of business 
for winter meeting.  Could be a good revenue 
option, along with a link to vendors; need to talk 

to Julio.  Sometimes they are national organiza-
tions and not regional.   

Some didn’t think workshop spaces were big enough.  
We can restructure chair set-up.  Were supposed 
to be 110 chairs set and they were set for 60.  
Next year, will have things set with the maximum 

chairs inside.  Can always put big sessions in the 
ballroom if available.   

Next year, may want to collapse city rooms.  If all 
who said they would present, may use 2 addi-
tional rooms for sessions.  Could have some pre-
sented twice and some sessions may need more 

space.  Specific topics tend to get smaller groups.  
Now always known when something will be 
really big.   

 

Registration 

344 registered.  13 not paid, but checks should be 
coming from schools.  82 first time attendees and 

16 first year teachers.   
Next year’s conference theme--Language is every-

one’s business.  Could consider getting busi-
nesses interested in sponsoring teachers to come 
to the conference and sponsor scholarships.   

Time conflicts and money are the toughest conflicts.  

Next year could really be tough.  Want to con-
sider developing scholarship program.  Some 
other states in Central States have organization 
scholarship for first-time teachers.  They choose a 
first-year teacher.  With colleges, bringing more 
student teachers and future teachers, get registra-

tion covered for them.  Perhaps for classroom 
teacher, could pay for sub.  Coralie can contact 
some alums in order to help pay.   

Cancellations dealt with on case by case basis.  May 
consider carrying over registration to next year.  
Procedure may be new business for next meeting. 

 

Exhibits 
Regina/Julie will put vendor contact information on 

website for year round contact with exhibitors.   
Getting more and more normal that exhibitors leave 

on Friday.  Only 2 hours of exhibit time on Satur-
day, so they don’t make hotel cost back.  Love the 

setup of the room.  Seemed okay with not getting 
lunch this year.  Positive comments on food being 
near them.     

 

Programs 
Overhead projectors not used in many sessions, so for 

future conferences may just have certain rooms 
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with overhead projectors and screens to avoid $65 
charge for every room.  Almost everyone using 
LCD projector.   

Wireless everywhere in hotel, but not in rooms, but 

best to plan not to have it.  Someone was told at 
counter that they would have wireless every-
where.     

May get more proposals with online registration form.  
Can still submit by paper, but will try online filla-
ble form.   

Presenters that cancelled because they were sick, but 
filled in 2 sessions.  Need to include a note to 
bring copies to share sessions on the online de-
scription.  The At-A-Glance online was useful for 
many and there was an offer from a member to 
help edit it for next year. 

Signs for easels are time consuming; Coralie will get a 
portfolio to put signs in to make it easier.  Coralie 
is glad to help if there are gift wrap/packaging 
materials needed, as that is her sister’s business.  
Des Moines Convention and Visitors Bureau 
helped again, divided 8 hours into 4 hour blocks.  

The same woman as last year, Donna, helped 
again this year. 

Treasurer’s budget report will be settled by February.   
Keeka continuing as Program Chair with Stephanie 

Laouras.  Candace Sherwood will be local chair.  
Regina Schantz and Julie Wilhelm will be con-

tinuing as exhibits coordinators.   
Best of Iowa winner will be sent to Central States.  

The names of presenters nominated for Best of 
Iowa will be kept in order to request them to pre-
sent again.   

For technology workshop, willing to pay up to $100 

for technology presenters if done again.    

 

Reminders 
Update contact information for website through the 

website point person, now Wade.  Try to go 
through him whenever possible 

November 15 Bulletin deadline; make sure contact 

information is correct.  Central States/ACTFL 
needs correct information.  May need to verify 
who our contact person is.  Will get a new regis-
tration list to Julie when Bea has it.  She needs 
names and addresses by January to send to 
printer.  Excel spreadsheet is fine. 

Planning for winter meeting on a Saturday in Febru-
ary.  Sara will e-mail the executive board.     

 

Adjournment 

Regina Schantz made a motion for adjournment.  

Wade Petersen seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

adjourned at 12:24PM.   

Iowa World Language Association 
Advisory Council and Board of Directors Meeting 

minutes 

Thursday, October 8, 2009 

Des Moines Downtown Marriott 
 

President Patricia Calkins called the meeting to order 
at 8:42PM. 
Present:  Stacy Amling, Kerisa Baedke, Sara Blanco, 
Patricia Calkins, Tammy Dann, Mary Doyle, Dawn 

Frye, Terri Gebel, Carrie Mulvihill, Wade Petersen, 
Lisa Sobotka, Juan Trujillo, Coralie Turner, Grace 
Valdez  
 
Secretary’s Report – Minutes from the Advisory 
Council Meeting of 4.4.08 were reviewed.  Motion for 

approval from Mary Doyle, seconded by Tammy 
Dann.  Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Current balance at about $51,625.  $23,547.01 in sav-

ings.  After the conference, Stacy would like to 

transfer more money into Bank of America sav-
ings account to continue building nest egg.  
Though totals not final, we may not want to in-
crease prices with current economy and budget 
difficulties.  Promote paying dues to those unable 
to attend.   

Currently Stacy is only signer of checking account.  
Ideally would have two signers on account.  One 
or the other would be necessary, but not both.  
Could be a 3-year cycle so a change in the paper-
work not necessary every year.  (Per Section 11.3 
of the by-laws ―In the absence or incapacity of the 

Treasurer, the president shall have the authority to 
apply to be the co-signer to the accounts.‖) 

 
New Business 

Grants Committee 
Have a request for grant for less than $300 and need to 

constitute the committee.  Grace will continue to 
chair the committee.  Mary Doyle and Terri Ge-
bel volunteered to serve on it.  Chair will present 
this grant at the conference and read the summary 
of application so that folks get ideas for future 
requests.  Can help attract future submissions.   

Goal is to award more grants.  Have updated proposal 
form.  Minimum would be $300 to have avail-
able.  After this conference, Wade will be Presi-
dent-Elect and responsible for receiving blind 
grant proposals.   

 

CSCTFL Teacher of the Year Nomination 
Need to have structure for who to nominate as the 

documentation for consideration is very lengthy 
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and is a lot of work to prepare.  Have to include 
student work and portfolios, videotape the class, 
get parental permission to have students recorded.  
There is a requirement for number of pages per 

item.   
Deadline is December 1.  Executive Board should 

consider looking at previous state winners.  Some 
states automatically submit their teachers of the 
year.  Iowa was one of the few states that hadn’t 
nominated anybody.  Central States is pushing 

states to get involved.  We need to keep it rolling.  
Nominees can be retired, but still need to submit 
classroom materials. 

Will get list of past winners of teacher of the year and 
Patricia will send it out.  Should have 2-3 people 
considered in case people can’t commit the time 

to putting materials together.  Have documenta-
tion for Teacher of the Year to distribute to those 
we would like to consider.   

 
LinguaFolio Iowa 
In order to get people to listen to us and get included 

in core curriculum, we need to be able to talk 
from a position of strength.  LinguaFolio would 
help us to give a model of what we do, would get 
all levels and all parts of the state working to-
gether.  Requires coordination and moving for us.  
LinguaFolio will find allies for us. 

Describes in language that people can understand us-
ing ―Can Do‖ statements to show what students 
can and can’t do.  Principals love it because it has 
outcomes.  It is easy for parents to see how their 
children progress.  Have at least one school sys-
tem where teacher used it to write curriculum as 

there is no state curriculum. 
LinguaFolio from European Union so that workers 

could move from one country to another and 
prove to employers what their skills were in a 
language.  Business people there know what the 
scores mean and support languages.   

Should get statewide support with parents and busi-
ness, and can strengthen us internally.  Ali Moel-
ler is in Nebraska, where they are piloting it now, 
and where they have a state supervisor of foreign 
language.  Patricia proposes moving toward Lin-
gua Folio inside AAT’s and make people come 

forward and actually meet to discuss.  Can do 
Skype meetings on regular basis so that there are 
actual deadlines, besides reports at meetings.  
Need to get moving and show some progress.    

First step is to get the word out, go to teachers to do 
professional development and get people on 

board.  Just want to put together groups of 4 or 
more teachers.  NNELL is using 5 state consor-
tium version, but are creating their own thing 

with help of FLAP grant.  Need to have intercul-
tural learning to create more buy-in.   

By next fall, want to have shown progress.  Tammy 
can get in touch with Kentucky and Virginia peo-

ple.  State supervisor in Nebraska is good re-
source.  Concordia has own version, similar to 
Nebraska version, as does Indiana.  Donna 
Clemente good resource person also.  Need part 
of task force that goes to Department of Educa-
tion to talk to John Scott, Judy Jeffrey.  Need to 

go and tell what we need and must include some-
one above John, and meet with legislators includ-
ing education appropriations.   

There will be sheets on tables to get volunteers to con-
tact Patricia.  Even if no interest from large 
group, need to move on and do it.  Would like to 

have initial structure discussions by November 1.  
Can look at Nebraska version and see possibilities 
and teacher handbooks.  NCSSFL has some pub-
lished also.  Technology parts can be e-portfolio.  
No costs associated to use it, just need to develop 
and disseminate it.  Requires professional devel-

opment and someone at state level to write a 
FLAP grant.   

  
Constituency Reports 

Advocacy - Tammy Dann 
Doing letter writing campaign again focusing on staff 

development and 21st century skills/Iowa core 
curriculum.  Marcia Rosenbusch helped with in-
spiration for the letter.  We’ll work to get letters 
signed on Friday and appreciate reminding folks 
to sign letters. 

Tammy not aware of any program cuts.   

 
Conference Exhibitor Liaisons - Julie Wilhelm and 
Regina Schantz 
28 exhibitors, down from 31 last year.  Will not have 

as much vendor income.  3 new exhibitors:  Span-
ish Embassy, Dos Amigas, and Drake.  Some 

other people had other conferences or were ill. 
We have charged $50 for electricity in the past.  Em-

bassy Suites didn’t charge for electricity, but 
Downtown Marriott charges $70.  Charge passed 
on to exhibitors.  Everyone seems happy with 
space.  No complaints yet.   

Need to announce that winners for the drawings will 
be announced at final exhibit break from 5:30-
6:00.  Don’t have to be present to win, but need to 
get the prizes from tables.  Some exhibitors will 
leave prizes if they have to leave.   

 

Membership - Bea Houston 
311 people registered with 6 students, 317 total.  Only 

33 who are not paid.  73 new first time attendees.  
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Thanks to Wade for his contribution to the first-
time attendees!  Only 4 membership only.  From 
all levels, Wade has about 1230 teachers in the 
state of Iowa on the e-mail blast.  Some would 

have liked to attend if could have gotten out of 
school.   

In everyone’s folders, there are membership forms.  
One side is an information sheet, and on back is 
membership form.  Wade could send out mem-
bership form to those who aren’t members.  

Could contact methods students, practicum stu-
dents, etc.  Only $10 for students to join.   

 
Local Chair - Coralie Turner 
Loved working with Marriott.  So far all on track.  

Had volunteer arrive to help this evening.   Great 

personal touches with ASK ME passports.   
For teachers with families, could promote idea of 

weekend and get help with babysitting from col-
lege students as community service or for pay.   

Waterloo Room will be available.  Dawn and Patricia 
will have keys to the room.  If need things stored, 

room open for us as we need.   
  
Program Chairs - Kerisa Baedke and Lisa Sobotka 
At deadline, only 15 people had sessions submitted.  

There are now 56 slots plus the AAT’s.  Some 
opened due to illness but almost all were filled.  

There is only one hole from a presenter who was 
ill.   

Gathering after general session with all presenters to 
thank them.  Some first timers and some have 
presented for many years.   

Planning to reinforce Best of Iowa to get plenty of 

votes for the best sessions on both Friday and 
Saturday.  For all those nominated, would like to 
ask them to come back and present.   

There is an online submission for session proposals 
for next year’s conference!  Thanks to Julio for 
doing the form. 

    
AATF Co-Presidents - Pat Westphal and Chele 
Raasch  -  no report 
AATG President - Patricia Calkins 
Haven’t lost any German programs.    
 

AATSP President - Rosa Bailey  
AATSP willing to support LinguaFolio.   
Working to offer trips to teachers with their spouses to 

get them experiences with other cultures.  Work-
ing on graduate credit for the experience—first 
trip is next June. 

There is an active Café Latino in all areas but the Ce-
dar Rapids area.   

  

AMICI  - John Gruber-Miller – report 
First ever joint meeting with Illinois folks in Quad 

Cities.  There was a panel on current issues in 
secondary Latin education.  John Gruber-Miller 

represented Midwest area.   
Mt. Vernon world language advisory committee ex-

panding Spanish and German to middle schools 
and Latin in 5-6.  Working to develop standards 
for Latin teacher certification and training.   

 

Japanese Association - Sachiko Murphy – no report 
ACTFL Representative - Mary Doyle  
Mary will be attending the all-day workshop on 

Thursday, November 19.  She has also looked 
over the regular sessions, and is centering atten-
tion on 21st century skills and differentiated in-

struction.  She will be writing articles on those 
two topics and plans to present on one of them 
next year. 

 
Central States Representative - Kerisa Baedke  
Central States is this spring in Minneapolis (March 4-

6).  Part of responsibility at Central States is to 
bring things back to the state organizations, fo-
cusing on technology and differentiated instruc-
tion.  Being Iowa Teacher of the Year is to high-
light Central States here in Iowa.   

Since the conference is so close, Keeka hopes that 

Iowa will get a lot of folks to attend.  If going to 
Central States, join advisory council, and it is 
same cost as attending.  There hasn’t been anyone 
in Iowa very involved in Central States for quite a 
while.  To join advisory council, join online and 
then get right to go to conference.   

Have to be advisory council member to apply for CSC 
grants.  If IWLA wants a grant, need someone to 
be able to fill it out.  Leadership and extension 
workshop are all day, need to have people who 
can attend.  Scholarships for the conference go 
unawarded year after year.   

 
Community College Rep - Bea Houston  
Bea will be traveling with students in January to Costa 

Rica through Amerispan.  Leaving December 31 
until January 17.  Students will be getting college 
credits.  They are hoping to open up to consor-

tium so that schools can send other students with-
out having to pay all the fees.     

 
Jr. High/Middle School Rep - Susan Sandholm-
Petersen  
Susan has created a wiki page for Middle School lan-

guage educators and will be handing out informa-
tion at IWLA on how to request access.  She 
hopes to get that linked to the IWLA website as a 
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communication mode for teachers facilitating 
language learning at that level and also as a 
means to work with other middle school teachers 
on implementing LinguaFolio at this level. 

Susan would like there to be a LinguaFolio wiki!   
 
NELL Representative - Jeanette Borich – no report.   
 
Private Colleges - Coralie Turner  
There are worries about funding.  Since a lot of money 

is going elsewhere, funding for scholarships is 
affected.   

Lot of private colleges have not been to IWLA and 
have never come.  Coralie will invite them to 
come and present and ask them to send one per-
son from departments to present.  Many have to 

present already.  At Luther, there are lots of cool 
things going on and the goal for next year is to 
bring them in. 

 
Public University Rep - Terri Gebel  
Terri is teaching methodology in the College of Edu-

cation.  Foreign language department is another 
entity.   

Terri has organized information from the public uni-
versities on placement and foreign language re-
quirements.  College of Business at U of I used to 
only require 2 years, as of 2011 will require full 4 

years just like the rest of the university.  ISU is 
still 3 years.  For questions about why it is chang-
ing, there is a packet of information from the uni-
versities.  Four semesters/years of one foreign 
language with C- or higher required at U of I.  
UNI has two year requirement.   

Terri in National Capital Language Resource Center 
grant program as a visiting professor for schools 
who need additional assistance to pass NCLB due 
to English language learners.  Teaching class in 
spring to teachers from around the state.  Teach-
ers receive ESL endorsement and everything is 

paid for.  Not on campus, but need to apply for it.  
Just started 2nd session, starting in January, dead-
line today.  Action research projects as part of 
program.  Phenomenal projects.   

Next spring will require foreign language students to 
present at IWLA.  Project Relevance, federal 

Dept. of Ed program gets students 24 hours to go 
toward endorsement.  Teachers who apply have to 
apply to grad school at U of I, take GREs.  They 
do projects from around the state.  Can be of any 
language background.   

Always encourage students to take Credit By Exam.  

Test is $76 and ends up paying for itself.   
 
Other reports 
IWLA Archivist & Historian - Juan Trujillo  
Juan is back in business and excited to be back after 

missing last year!  He will get pictures of every-

one.  Bea has the list of people who don’t want 
their pictures on the webpage.  He will set up a 
display of photos from past conferences to show 
during lunch.   

Would like to include an incentive for people to read 
the Bulletin by giving a prize for identifying a 
person in a picture in the Bulletin.  First person 
who submits the name of the person gets a free 
membership for a year.   

Will take a photo of all presenters after the general 

session.   
  
IWLA Bulletin Editor - Julie Wilhelm  
Julie sold some ads for fall issue.   
Needs to have summer deadline earlier.  Did not have 

material by the deadline last time.  The printer 

sent it back and something wasn’t right.  It was 4 
weeks before it got printed.  July 15 seems early, 
but it’s not.  Sometimes there are technology is-
sues, font issues, etc. that need to be resolved.  
Sometimes there is a delay with the printer and 
they don’t mail it out until the check is received.  

This is the only issue sent out on paper. 
June 1 is the new deadline.  It may help to have it 

done earlier while school is still going on.   
Bea will send current membership list to Julie.  No-

vember 15 is deadline for next bulletin.  Julie will 
talk to Julio about the date to see if he needs it 

earlier.   
The Bulletin could be sent out to everyone in the state.  

It could be posted on the website and send an e-
mail out that it is available online.  The e-mail 
could have titles of articles in the bulletin.   

 

IWLA Website - Julio Rodríguez- no report 
 
Standing Committee Reports 
Grants - Grace Valdez (see entry under New Business 
– Grants Committee) 
Scholarships - moratorium, position vacant 

Nominating - Dawn Frye 
Nominating 3 officers this year.  Elizabeth Zwanziger-

Page for ACTFL Representative, Erik Ladner for 
Vice President, Carrie Mulvihill for secretary.   

   
Reminders 

Post-conference meeting is during the next to last ses-
sion in Waterloo room.  
Bulletin deadline for the winter issue is Nov. 15. 
Folks need to update contact information on website 
as well as for the bulletin.   
 

Advisory Council meeting adjourned by mutual assent 
at 10:36PM.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carrie Mulvihill 
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Opportunities for   

Teachers From Concordia 

Language Villages 

Concordia Language Villages is offering the 
following professional development opportu-
nities for world language teachers during the 

summer of 2010: 

1.  Teacher Seminars:  June 20 – 30, 2010 at 
Concordia Language Villages, Bemidji, Min-

nesota 

Join educators from across the United States 

and around the world as they discuss current 
topics in world language teaching and learn-
ing.  You will observe and participate in activi-
ties at Concordia Language Villages as part 
of the seminar.  You can register for either 
the non-credit and graduate-credit op-
tion.    More information about Teacher Semi-
nars is available by clicking on:  http://
www.concordialanguagevillages.org/newsite/

Programs/Educators/teacher_sems1.php .   

2.     Master of Education in World Language 
Instruction:  An 18-month program combining 
coursework on-site at Concordia Language 
Villages during the summer with online 

coursework during the academic year.  

We are accepting applications for Cohort IV 

now and will begin selecting the twelve mem-
bers of the cohort in March, 2010.  More in-
formation about this 34-credit program is 
available at:  www.concordiacollege.edu/
graduate.  You can also view examples of 
projects completed by members of the mas-
ters program online at 
www.concordiacollege.edu/graduate/

projects.   

If you have questions about any of these pro-
grams or about Concordia Language Vil-
lages, please feel free to contact Donna 
Clementi, Director of Education and Re-

search at clementi@cord.edu. 

 February 
Discover Languages Month 

During February for Discover Languages 
month ACTFL will post a daily fact about 
language education to the ACTFL twitter 

account, and Facebook and LinkedIn 
pages. ACTFL wants to make Discover 

Languages one of the popular topics 
online in February! 

 
 * Retweet or post ACTFL’s daily facts to all your 
friends/followers. 
    * Post items of your own using the Twitter hash-
tag ―#dlmonth‖. OnFacebook, join the Discover 
Languages group and put 
"@DiscoverLanguages...Discover the World" in 

your posts. 
    * Get your friends, family and students involved, 
have them retweet or post the daily facts. 
    * Replace your profile picture with the Discover 
Languages logo; available for download on Discov-
erLanguages.org 

http://www.concordialanguagevillages.org/newsite/Programs/Educators/teacher_sems1.php
http://www.concordialanguagevillages.org/newsite/Programs/Educators/teacher_sems1.php
http://www.concordialanguagevillages.org/newsite/Programs/Educators/teacher_sems1.php
http://www.concordiacollege.edu/graduate
http://www.concordiacollege.edu/graduate
http://www.concordiacollege.edu/graduate/projects
http://www.concordiacollege.edu/graduate/projects
mailto:clementi@cord.edu
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American Study Travel Abroad 

ASC Direct 
Central College 
Ceta Tours 
Drake University 
Ed-Ventures 
Educational Technologies 

EMC 
Houghton Mifflin and Holt McDougal 
Interact 
Intercultural Student Experiences (ISE) 
Iowa State University 
Language and Friendship 

 

MEP 

Party Time Fundraising 
Pearson Prentice Hall 
Plata Fina 
Sans 
Santillana 
Simpson College 

University of Northern Iowa 
Vision Wear International 
The Work of Our Hands 
Concordia Language Villages 
Dos Amigas 
The Spanish Embassy 

Grandview College 

The Iowa World Language Association would like to 
thank the following vendors for their support of our fall 

2009 conference: 
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Deadlines: 
 

Spring issue—April 1,2010 

 
Fall issue—July 15, 2010 

 

REMINDER: 

The winter and spring  

editions of the IWLA bulletin 
are no longer published on 

paper.  To read those issues 
check the IWLA website, 

iwla.net under back issues. 

 

AATSP 
 

2010 Annual Conference 
 

The 92nd annual conference will be held  

July 10-13 
 

Hotel Presidente Intercontinental 
 

Guadalajara, Mexico 
 

Go to  
 

aatsp.org for registration information 
 

New: In 2010 you can earn graduate 

credit for attending the conference! 


